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moral problem, as a distinct failure," "its conclusion as utterly lame, and 
in no sense the logical or even aesthetic outcome of the action of the play. ' ' 
In spite of all this, however, Mr. Davidson's book is a suggestive study 
of the German divina commedia, as it has been called, and gives us glimpses 
into a vigorous and idealistic personality. It holds the reader's interest 
from beginning to end, and arouses in him a keen desire to take up his 
Faust again, which is, after all, the most important function of a book of 
this kind. 

Frank Thilly. 
Cornell University. 

Der Gottesbegriff bei Leibniz. Von Albert Gorland (in Philosophische 
Arbeiten, herausg. von H. Cohen und P. Natorp). A. Topelmann, 
Giessen, 1907. — pp. 103-240. 

The general topics discussed by the author are indicated by the following 
titles of the five chapters: "God and Science," "God and Morality," 
' ' Possibility and Actuality, " " The Empirical Character of the World and 
the Messianic Idea, ' ' and ' ' The Proof of God. " In the first is an exposition 
of Leibniz's doctrine that the ' eternal truths ' are truths independently of 
the divine will, a doctrine which insures the independent validity of math- 
ematics and legitimizes mechanical explanation in physics, and which im- 
plies that the difference between God and man is merely a difference in 
degree of perfection. The second sets forth Leibniz's conclusion that the 
knowledge of the Good possesses a similar independence, that morality has 
its immutable eternal truths as well as mathematics. Then follows, in the 
third chapter, a discussion of the connection between these eternal truths 
and concrete matters of fact. Considered abstractly, all physical necessity 
involves a hypothetical or contingent element. Its necessity finally bases 
itself upon a moral necessity, viz., the necessity which determines deity to 
select for realization the best of all possible worlds. This moral or voli- 
tional necessity is fundamentally different from physical necessity. But 
because the former is basal to the latter, we find, as is elaborated in the 
fourth chapter, that even in nature there is an adaptation to moral ends. 
Moral considerations may, however, require the postponement of punish- 
ments and rewards in the process of mechanical events. The atonement 
of an act is not necessarily an immediate consequent of the act itself ; we 
can only affirm that it is bound up with the cosmic process in its entirety. 
And, in view of this, the ' best of all possible worlds ' is construed to refer, 
not to a present or future condition of the universe, but to its organization, 
the kingdom of God being exhibited in the structure or ' spirit ' of the present 
world. The proof of God's existence, discussed in the fifth chapter, has 
an a priori and an a posteriori character. The former is treated haltingly 
by Leibniz and in later years is declared insufficient ; the latter bases itself 
upon the hypothesis of a preestablished harmony. This hypothesis, how- 
ever, is on occasion felt to require a line of proof which takes as its start- 
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ing-point the existence of God as an assured fact. This circle is contrib- 
utory evidence that for Leibniz the foundation for the belief in God is moral 
in character, is a belief entertained for the sake of harmonizing the moral 
and physical orders. Hence the conclusion that "The Leibnizian Gottes- 
idee means a postulate of morality, the idea of a guarantee of a messianic 
kingdom of this world " (p. 178). 

In treatment the work is expository rather than critical. The lucidity of 
style and arrangement is very commendable. As is indicated by the sub- 
title, Ein Vorwort zu seinem System, the booklet is intended mainly as a 
propaedeutic to Leibniz, and the author expresses an intention to continue 
in future publications the discussion of the general topics here introduced. 
Of the one hundred and forty pages which are offered, nearly one half are 
taken up with citations from sources, arranged at the back so as not to in- 
terfere with the continuity of the presentation. 

B. H. Bode. 
University of Wisconsin. 

Wissenschaftliche Beilage zum achtzehnten Jahresbericht (1Q05) der phi- 
losofihischen Gesellschaft an der Universitat zu Wien. Leipzig, 1905, 
Verlag von Johann Ambrosius Barth. — pp. 87. 

The present number of the Beilage contains five papers, with discussions, 
on philosophical and psychological topics, as follows: "Die stoische 
Lehre von Fatum und Freiheit" (15 pp.), by H. von Arnim, a painstak- 
ing exposition of the Stoic (Chrysippian) doctrine of freedom on the back- 
ground of the Stoic metaphysics as a whole. Stoicism represents a 
reconciliation of causality and freedom in that decision between presen- 
tations which, as such, furnish the mere material for judgment and 
action. This decision belongs to the active power of the soul. The 
second paper, " Energetische Theorie des Glucks " (16 pp.), by W. 
Ostwald, undertakes an algebraic formulation of a pleasure theory on the 
basis of the amount of physical energy consciously employed in directions 
conformable or unconformable to the will. If G represents pleasure or 
happiness, E energy employed in desired directions, W energy employed 
in undesired directions, (E + W) will be the total amount of energy con- 
sciously employed, (E — W) the difference between the amount of energy 
employed in desirable directions and that employed in undesirable direc- 
tions, with the resulting formula, G— (E-\- W) (E — W) or G = E 2 — 
IV 2 . The third paper, " Uber eine These Schopenhauers " (16 pp.), by 
L. Boltzmann, is a running criticism, in a care-free mood, of Schopen- 
hauer's philosophy, after which the author indicates his own view of the 
direction in which the most fruitful development of future philosophy will 
take place, and draws with a few bold and rapid strokes a complete phi- 
losophy of things in general, both terrestrial and celestial, on Darwinian 
lines of selection and transmission of effective forms and characteristics. 
There are two further papers, " Menschen- und Tiergehirn " (10 pp.), 



